
NIU BIOS 105 Fall 2018   

Syllabus  Page 1 of 6 

BIOS 105: General Biology Laboratory 
The Syllabus as a Contract 
This course syllabus should be considered a contract. By enrolling in this course, you agree to 
the policies discussed below. Likewise, the lab instructors and lab coordinator agree to abide by 
them. You are expected to thoroughly read and understand the policies discussed here. The 
course policies are not subject to negotiation or exception. Any questions that are clearly 
addressed in this syllabus will likely receive a response like: Please refer to the syllabus. 

Description 
These labs are designed to illustrate key concepts in general biology and to introduce non-majors 
to basic lab skills used in science. Emphasis will be placed on drawing logical conclusions from 
empirical data. All BIOS 105 lab sections meet in FAR 364. 

Required Each Week 
1. Lab manual (Dickerman, J. 2007. Experiments in General Biology) 
2. Lab notebook (spiral-bound, graph-ruled) and a pen 
3. Eye protection (safety glasses or goggles) 

 
BIOS 105: General Biology Laboratory 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

L001 
9:00–11:50am 

Nipin 

L005 
9:00–11:50am 

Allison 

L009 
9:00–11:50am 

Allison 

 

 

L002 
12:00–2:50pm 

Nipin 

L006 
12:00–2:50pm 

Laurie 

L010 
12:00–2:50pm 

Kaleb 

 

 

L003 
3:00–5:50pm 

Adam 

L007 
3:00–5:50pm 

Christy 

 

 

 

L004 
6:00–8:50pm 

Adam 

L008 
6:00–8:50pm 

Christy 

 

 

Instructors 
 

Dr. Collin Jaeger cjaeger1@niu.edu Lab Coordinator 
   
Kaleb Baker kbaker5@niu.edu Lab Instructor 
Adam Nuccio dnuccio1@niu.edu Lab Instructor 
Laurie Spencer lspencer1@niu.edu Lab Instructor 
Allison Shackelton ashackelton1@niu.edu Lab Instructor 
Nipin Shrestha nshrestha@niu.edu Lab Instructor 
Christy Wails cwails1@niu.edu Lab Instructor 
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Assignments 
• Lab Notebook (100 pts.): You will maintain a lab notebook as a permanent written 

record of the work you conduct in the lab. 
o For specific requirements, refer to the Maintaining A Laboratory Notebook 

section on page 2 of your lab manual. 
o At the end of each lab, notebooks will be briefly checked and initialed by the 

instructor to verify that you were present and participated. This does not 
guarantee full points. 

o Lab notebooks will be collected, graded, and returned twice during the semester. 
o You cannot submit a lab notebook entry for a lab which you did not attend. 
o There will be 11 lab notebook entries worth 10 points each, but this assignment is 

graded out of 100 points and your score is capped at 100 points. In other words, 
you may miss one lab notebook entry and still earn full credit. 

 
• Quizzes (100 pts.): Eleven quizzes will be given, and your lowest score will be 

dropped. 
o Each quiz will emphasize the Important Terms, procedures, and concepts 

examined in the previous lab activity, as well as some material to be covered in 
that week's lab activity. 

o Quizzes are typically administered at the beginning of lab, so be sure to arrive on 
time (or a few minutes early). Missed quizzes cannot be made up and are recorded 
as zeros. 

o The lowest quiz score will be dropped. In other words, you can miss one quiz and 
still earn full credit. 

o Quiz 1 is administered via Blackboard and is based on the information provided 
in this syllabus. See Blackboard for more details. 

 

Grading 
Final letter grades will be based strictly on point totals and will be assigned according to the 
grading scale listed below. Do not expect your score to be rounded in any way. 
 

Lab Notebook 100 pts. A = 180 – 200 pts. 
Quizzes 100 pts. B = 160 – 179 pts. 
Total Points 200 pts. C = 140 – 159 pts. 
  D = 120 – 139 pts. 
  F = 0 – 119 pts. 

 
• Plus/minus grades will not be assigned in this course. 
• Questions or concerns about grades on individual assignments must be submitted in 

writing within one week of being returned — not when final grades are being calculated. 
• Your final letter grade is based strictly on the points you earn. Do not expect your grade 

to be curved or rounded in any way, and do not expect any extra credit opportunities. 
• Final grades are not subject to negotiation or discussion. If you ask for an exception to be 

made, do not expect a response.  
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Attendance 
Regular attendance and participation is essential to your academic success. You are expected to 
attend your assigned lab section each week on time with the required materials. If you arrive 
more than 30 minutes late or do not have all required materials, you may NOT be allowed 
to participate. 
 
If you cannot attend your assigned lab section, you may request permission to make up the 
missed work in a different lab section that week. The request form can be found at: 
https://goo.gl/forms/4fFgNGqJpmIp8Ps93 
 

• With MORE THAN 24 hrs prior notice, permission to attend a different lab section that 
same week will be granted for virtually any reason. 

 
• With LESS THAN 24 hrs prior notice, permission to attend a different lab section that 

same week will be granted only in cases of medical emergency or death in the 
immediate family. 

o Appropriate written documentation must be submitted to the lab coordinator via 
email within one week of the missed lab to receive credit. 

o Absences due to transportation, work schedule conflicts, vague "family 
emergencies", or inclement weather DO NOT warrant a make-up without prior 
notice. 

 
Missed labs cannot be made up after the week they are scheduled — regardless of the 
reason for the absence. This includes missed quizzes, lab notebook entries, experiments, lab 
reports, etc. Note that you will have fewer opportunities to make up a lab that is missed due to an 
emergency if your lab meets later in the week. 
 
 

 

Can you attend a different lab section this week*? 

*Missed labs cannot be made up after the week they are scheduled. 

More than 24 hours 
after the request is submitted. 

Less than 24 hours 
after the request is submitted. 

Make-ups permitted in cases of . . . 
- Medical emergency, or 
- Death in the family 

 
Written documentation is required 
within one week of the absence. 

Make-ups permitted in cases of . . . 
- Virtually any reason 

 
No documentation is required. 

When does your assigned lab section start? 
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Late Work 
You are expected to submit all assignments on or before the specified due dates. Lab notebooks 
may be accepted late, but only in cases of medical illness / injury or death in the immediate 
family with the appropriate written documentation. This is at the sole discretion of the lab 
coordinator (see attendance policy). 

Communication 
Lab announcements, supplemental information, and grades will be posted on Blackboard 
(www.webcourses.niu.edu). You are expected to use your NIU email account 
(www.webmail.students.niu.edu) for all correspondence related to lab. Do not expect a response 
if your message does not include your name, course, and lab section. 

Incomplete Grades 
If you are unable to complete the lab requirements due to a serious medical issue or some other 
rare and extenuating circumstance, a grade of 'Incomplete' may be assigned. In this case, you 
must complete the course requirements by attending the lab during the following term. This is at 
the sole discretion of the lab coordinator, and appropriate written documentation is required. 

Lab Safety & Behavior 
You are expected to behave in a safe and responsible manner while in the lab. Students who do 
not comply will be barred from the lab and will not receive credit for missed work. Eye 
protection and closed-toe shoes are required, long pants are recommended, and lab coats or 
aprons are optional. Absolutely no eating or drinking is permitted in the lab. The use of 
electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, mobile devices, computers, music players) is prohibited 
during lab unless approved by your lab instructor. 

Academic Integrity 
You are expected to do your own work in an honest and ethical manner. For details, refer to the 
Online Tutorial on Academic Integrity (www.ai.niu.edu/ai/students). Any act of academic 
dishonesty (e.g., cheating, plagiarism) will result in a failing grade for the assignment (and 
potentially the course). Additional sanctions may be pursued through the Office of Community 
Standards and Student Conduct. 

Accessibility 
Northern Illinois University is committed to providing an accessible educational environment in 
collaboration with the Disability Resource Center (DRC). The DRC is located on the 4th floor of 
the Health Services Building, and can be reached at (815) 753-1303 or drc@niu.edu. If you 
require any academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Dr. Jaeger as soon as 
possible. Accommodations are not retroactive and are not active until we meet to discuss how 
the accommodations can be implemented within the context of the course. 

Student Privacy 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits the release of confidential 
student information (i.e., grades, attendance, class schedules) to any third party—including 
parents. Contact the Office of Registration and Records for more information 
(www.niu.edu/regrec/confidentiality/ferpaparents.shtml). 
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Have a question? Take advantage of these helpful resources! 
• Your lab instructor's office hours 
• Biological Sciences Help Center (MO 353) 
• Tutoring Centers: www.niu.edu/access/tutoringcenters 
• Peer Assisted Learning (PAL): www.niu.edu/access/pal 
• Office of Student Academic Success: www.niu.edu/osas 
• A+ Program: www.niu.edu/access/aplus 
• University Writing Center: www.niu.edu/uwc 
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Tentative Schedule 
 

Week Of Lab Activity Assignments 

Aug. 27 Introduction; Syllabus; Lab Safety -- 

Sep. 3 Lab 1: Cells and the Microscope Quiz 1 (on Blackboard) 

Sep. 10 Lab 2: Water and Solutions Quiz 2 

Sep. 17 Lab 3: Carbohydrates and Polymers Quiz 3 

Sep. 24 Lab 4: Enzymes Quiz 4 

Oct. 1 Lab 5: Energy Metabolism Quiz 5 

Oct. 8 Lab 6: Cell Division Quiz 6; 
Lab notebook due (Labs 1–5) 

Oct. 15 No Labs -- 

Oct. 22 Lab 7: Genetics Quiz 7 

Oct. 29 Lab 8: Natural Selection and Genetic Drift Quiz 8 

Nov. 5 Lab 9: Systematics Quiz 9 

Nov. 12 Lab 10: Simple Animals Quiz 10 

Nov. 19 No Labs (Thanksgiving Break) -- 

Nov. 26 Lab 11: Human Physiology Quiz 11; 
Lab notebook due (Labs 6–11) 

Dec. 3 No Labs -- 

Dec. 10 No Labs (Finals Week) -- 

 
Note: This syllabus is tentative and subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class. 


